
1997-2003 Pontiac Grand Prix GT Fuel Filter
Replacement

Is your Grand Prix running a bit sluggish? It could be because of the fuel filter being clogged with
contaminants. So here is a guide to help you take out your old nasty fuel filter and replace it with a

new and clean one!

Written By: Scratchitory
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INTRODUCTION

This is a short, but well detailed guide to switching out an old used up fuel filter for a new clean one.
Here is a YouTube video that is well-mad and detailed on how to do this correctly.

TOOLS:
13 mm Open-Ended Wrench (1)

This will be used to disconnect the fuel line from
the filter. (A 1/2 inch wrench will also suffice if you
don't have a 13mm. It will require more work to get
the job done)

5/8 Open-Ended Wrench (1)
If you have a brace on your filter, this will be used
to remove the brace.

Drip pan (1)
You will need to use something to catch the gas
that will leak from the lines. Try your best to not let
the gas get all over the ground.

Eye Protection (1)
(Optional)
Dirt may fall from the bottom of the Grand Prix and
get into your eyes.

PARTS:
AC Delco Fuel Filter (1)

Does not have to be AC Delco brand. AC
Delco is the stock brand the Grand Prixs
come with. So, it will be an exact, guaranteed
fit.
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Step 1 — Where is the fuel filter located?

  

Unless you are smaller like myself, you will need to lift the Grand Prix further off the ground
with jack stands or ramps.



On the driver's side, under the rear.

Approximately where the cardboard box is located.

In the second image is a what you will see when first coming under the Grand Prix.

Third image is a little further back, showing the fuel filter and brace.
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Step 2 — De-pressurizing the fuel line

  

De-pressurizing the fuel line will keep from gas shooting out of the fuel line and covering your
face with gas.



Lift your hood and locate the housing for your fuses and relays. Next, remove the cover from
the housing.



Turn on your Grand Prix and walk over to the housing. Find the fuel pump relay. For my
Grand Prix, it was the black box shaped one in the center of the second photo.



The inside of the fuse housing is a diagram that labels the fuses and relays. Be sure to
make sure you are pulling the correct relay.



Now, pull out the fuel pump relay. it doesn't like to come out without a fight. Just be sure not
to break any of the prongs on the relay. Put the relay somewhere that you will not lose it.



Your engine will stall and stop running. This is what we want.

TURN OFF YOUR CAR AND REMOVE THE KEY BEFORE CONTINUING!
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Step 3 — Time to take that bad fuel filter out

  

Remove the bolt holding the fuel filter brace in place. Put this bolt somewhere you will not lose.

On the left side of the fuel filter (The end facing towards the engine), there is a nut you must
unscrew.



If your fuel filter hasn't been changed for a long while, it may not come off too easily. If so, use a
second wrench to hold the fuel filter in place.



Dirt may fall loose from the bottom of the Grand Prix and get into your eyes. Wear
something to protect your eyes if necessary!



When the line gets unscrewed, some gas will come out of both the line and the filter. Use
something to catch the gas and keep it from getting all over the ground and yourself.
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Step 4 — Removing the other end of the fuel filter

 

Removing this end is the easiest part. Simply push in the two tabs on the plastic piece and pull
the filter off.



More gas will come out once this is out. Be sure to have your drip pan ready.

There, the old fuel filter is no longer attached to your car.

Be sure to remove the brace from the old filter. it must be attached to the new one.
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Step 5 — Putting the new fuel filter on

 

Put the brace on the new filter before going any further.

Before putting on the new fuel filter, use a rag and clean the gas off of the two fuel lines.

Remember to put the brace on the new fuel filter. Look at the photo to know which direction it
should go on.



Screw the fuel filter onto the fuel line nearer to the engine. Be sure to make it tight so that no
gas will leak.



Now attach the end with the clip on it. Simply push the fuel line onto the filter end. You will hear
a small click when it is all the way on.



Now you must attach the brace onto the frame.

Screw the bolt back in, and the brace is back on.
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Step 6 — Almost done

Pick up your tools from the
ground and make your way to the
housing for the fuses and relays.



Reinsert the relay for the fuel
pump.



Close up the housing and shut
the hood.



DO NOT TURN ON THE CAR
Get into the driver's seat and turn
the KEY on. DO NOT TURN THE
ENGINE ON



Now, keep just the key on and
keep it on. This will re-pressurize
your fuel line.



Get out of the car, with the key
still on, and head back to the fuel
filter. Feel around both ends of
the fuel filter to make sure there
are no leaks.
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Congratulations, you have just installed a new fuel filter to your Grand Prix. Now go take her for a spin!

Step 7 — Final steps and test drive

If no leaks are present, then turn the engine on. It may stutter for a second as fuel re-enters the
engine.



Let the engine idle for a few seconds to ensure everything fills back up and pressurizes
correctly.



Now, get out with the engine on, and check the fuel filter once more. Make sure again there are
no leaks present.



If still no leaks, then it's time for the fun part. Test drive that thing!

If your fuel filter has not been changed in a while, you will notice a bit of an increase in
performance!



As soon as your test drive is over, check the fuel filter one last time for any leaks. If no leaks are
there, then congratulations, you successfully changed your fuel filter!
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