
2001-2007 Ford Escape Headlight Replacement
How to replace the headlights for a first generation Ford Escape 2001-2007.

Written By: John Morrison
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INTRODUCTION

If you have a headlight out in your car, it should be changed as soon as possible. Headlights go out
after many years of use or an electrical shortage within the car. This guide pertains to a first
generation Ford Escape, years 2001-2007. Upon completion of this guide you will have one or two
brand new headlights for your car.

Headlights are an essential item in every car that enable the operator to see at night and in
dangerous weather. Always make sure to handle glass bulbs carefully to avoid injury. It is best not to
touch the bulbs with your bare hands as the oils will damage the bulb and cause the bulb to fail.
Before beginning, make sure to turn off the car, turn on the emergency break, and stand clear of any
road hazards.

PARTS:
9003 Standard Headlight Bulb (2)
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https://www.amazon.com/SEALIGHT-Headlight-Conversion-Xenon-6000LM/dp/B071R3KTBB/ref=sr_1_8?dchild=1&keywords=9003+led+headlight+bulb+for+2001-2007+ford+escape&pid=hqWAL84&qid=1623256551&sr=1-8&vehicle=2004-54-659-656--9-9--4081--1-1--10-2&vehicleName=2004+Ford+Escape


Step 1 — Headlight

Release the hood latch located
under the dashboard on the driver
side of the vehicle.



You will hear a pop sound once the
hood is properly detached.



Step 2

Push in on the sides of the bulb plug
and pull directly out. It may take a bit
of wiggling and effort to remove the
plug.



2001-2007 Ford Escape Headlight Replac… Draft: 2021-06-09Guide ID: 141927 -

This document was generated on 2021-07-02 12:07:08 PM (MST).

© iFixit — CC BY-NC-SA www.iFixit.com Page 3 of 6



Step 3

 

Remove the rubber boot surrounding the housing. It will peel off when pulling the tabs to the side.

You may need a pry tool to remove the rubber boot. Always use an appropriate pry tool for the job.

Step 4

 

Unlatch the bulb retention clip by pushing in on the two circle pins and pushing them apart.

They're similar to springs and will push away from each other once released.
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Step 5

Remove the bulb by pulling it directly
out of the housing. Once the bar is
out of the way, the bulb isn't held
onto by any remaining parts.



Be careful when removing bulbs to
not scratch or damage the glass
portion. Shattered glass is
potentially harmful.



Step 6

Line the new bulb along the housing
and set it in place. Clip the bar back
down into it's original position from
step 4 to secure it in place.



Be careful when handling headlight
bulbs. Do not get any fingerprints on
the glass of the bulb. Fingerprints
can heat up when the light is turned
on and cause the bulb to fail. Always
grab the bulb by the end.


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To reassemble your device, follow these instructions in reverse order. Both the driver side and
passenger side follow the same procedure.

Step 7

 

Reverse steps 2 and 3 to finish installing the new bulb. These steps are mirrored on the driver side
of the vehicle.


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