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If	a	key	fob	battery	dies,	you	can	no	longer...

Written	By:	Nathaniel	Stringer



INTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTION

If	a	key	fob	battery	dies,	you	can	no	longer	use	it	to	open	your	car.	This	can	be	a	hassle,	as
most	modern	cars	either	don’t	have	a	manual	way	to	do	so	or	require	a	lot	of	hoops	to
jump	through.	Replacing	the	battery	on	MINI	Cooper	key	fobs	(in	this	case,	a	2015	model,
but	this	should	apply	to	a	range	of	years),	though,	is	a	nightmare.	The	intended	way,	using
the	key	itself,	does	not	have	enough	leverage	to	pry	the	plastic	open	without	cracking	the
back	plate.	This	guide	goes	over	how	to	replace	your	battery	without	damaging	the	back
covering.

TOOLS:TOOLS:

iFixit	Opening	Tool	(1)

PARTS:PARTS:

CR2032	Lithium	Battery	(1)

Step	1Step	1		—	—	Key	Fob	BatteryKey	Fob	Battery

Using	a	plastic	opening	tool,	create	leverage	in	the	corner	of	the	backplate.

Pry	open	the	corner	and	move	along	the	seam	to	the	middle	while	twisting	upwards	to
push	the	cover	upwards.

Repeat	on	the	other	side.

https://www.ifixit.com/products/ifixit-opening-tool
https://www.ifixit.com/products/cr2032-lithium-battery


Step	2Step	2

Insert	a	plastic	opening	tool	in
the	notch	on	the	front	of	the
key	fob	and	pry	up	the
backplate	in	the	center	until	it
pops	off.

If	you	hear	cracking,	make
sure	both	the	corners	are
detached.

Step	3Step	3

Press	the	silver	button	on	the	side	of	the	neck,	and	pull	the	key	out.

Insert	the	key	into	the	latch	on	the	back	of	the	battery	casing,	above	the	slot	where	it
comes	out.	Pull	up	and	out.

If	the	backing	doesn't	come	out	easily,	take	the	key	out	and	try	again.



To	reassemble	your	device,	follow	these	instructions	in	reverse	order.

Step	4Step	4

Use	your	finger	to	press	down
and	forward	on	the	battery.	It
should	pop	out.


