
2002-2009 Kia Sorento Outer Door Handle
Replacement

This guide will help you replace a broken or defective outer door handle on a first generation Kia
Sorento.

Written By: José A Colón Caldera
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INTRODUCTION

If the outer door handle on your 2002-2009 Kia Sorento is broken and in need of replacement then
use this guide to replace the broken or defective outer door handle.

Outer door handles are essential for the car door in order to get inside the car unless opened from
the inside.

This guide will reacquire you to remove the interior door panel in order to access the outer door
handle mechanism. This means that there will be some careful prying and there is a chance that
feeble or weathered plastic parts might break.

Step 4 requires you to detach the interior door light's bulb, this was done by simply twisting and
detaching the light bulb while it is on. Be careful as the light bulb get hot if it's on for a long period.
Use caution and work gloves to protect your hands.

TOOLS:
Phillips #3 Screwdriver (1)
Door Panel Removal Tool (1)
10mm Socket (1)
3/8" Drive Ratchet (1)
10" Ratchet Extension (1)

PARTS:
Dorman 80778 Outer Door Handle (1)
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https://www.homedepot.com/p/Husky-1-x-3-in-Phillips-Screwdriver-210403440/204663540
https://www.amazon.com/KINGLAKE-Panel-Removal-Radio-Installer/dp/B00HNMLQAG/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1490310225&sr=8-3&keywords=panel+removal+tool
http://www.amazon.com/TEKTON-14142-8-Inch-Shallow-6-Point/dp/B000NY7A10/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1431011227&sr=8-2&keywords=10+mm+socket
https://www.amazon.com/SATA-Quick-Release-72-Tooth-Ratchet-Full-Polished/dp/B07V4397T4/ref=sr_1_5?crid=1DXG2E50GBLUD&keywords=3%252F8+drive+ratchet&qid=1654124828&sprefix=3%252F8+drive+ratchet%252Caps%252C163&sr=8-5
http://www.amazon.com/TEKTON-14267-2-Inch-10-Inch-Extension/dp/B000NPZ5TI/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1407776986&sr=8-1&keywords=10%2522+Ratchet+Extension
https://www.rockauto.com/en/moreinfo.php?pk=2006854&jsn=10913&_nck=Ekt6BqBF1pwlXdx0gYlm1eLc36x7RagAV9qWoBGYzks2kIIGcMG6lGcjeM2THnK5UVQSE5sdgqO2txEE7z072P5CLOx7gsLale1TM6czf3frJN2DMqhOsVi4seH4N3kgDppxEh%252FGksJcNlr9FEPjsleXW6B7mzgsPRyHqXodbBViM0n%252BILPvwl4lXRla%252F%252BwEMuiPfjoGsVhjEUIEq7M%252FRQFH57FszdOo6txENZS%252BWRz7wql%252FNgFeCRRQtstJfV%252BVIlCY9O9WwoRvV33q7H8B80CwiCToQ8xO09Wv96jmD7FqYfCp%252FksyJcvAQlbVi2tphfo8tvlvI4TqEt6nC%252BAp8U%252BFNKB6xcpSTsOpSU%252BotrkenllM2cyZ%252FfN%252FC8Q8EkZY9EOWu0ahUr7JKUFhw6D0lulJnxTzlztVKY1G4%252Fr39XChpE3oMTqJ%252Bnq%252BDLpD%252BWNn3dLc7nvgilCQDdMHPo%252Bp7paIo5VU7ZBfkuH1f8i0swO%252FFuJ7RfBSTw%253D%253D


Step 1 — Outer Door Handle

  

Some of the screws are hidden under plastic screw covers or panels which have to be carefully
pried off. Use a spudger or opening tool if possible to remove the screw covers.



Use a Phillips #1 screwdriver to remove the screws behind the covers.

Step 2

 

Use a Phillips #3 screwdriver to remove the plastic fasteners by the left side of the door.

To remove the plastic fasteners we found that applying a little bit of pressure with the flat head tool
while unscrewing made the process easier.


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Step 3

 

Use the door panel removal tool to pry starting from the bottom of the door panel and moving from
right to left.



In the second image you can see the yellow plastic clips which keep the door in place.
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Step 4

 

To remove the door panel you need to detach the light bulb of the interior door light on the bottom
right of the door panel.



Detach the bulb by twisting clockwise and pulling the black base.

Beware the bulb is quite hot to the touch if turned on.
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Step 5

 

Peel off the upper right corner of the plastic covering to reveal the inside of the outer door handle.

One of the 10 mm hex nuts is revealed immediately (highlighted with the red circle) but the second
10 mm hex nut is behind a plastic tape which must be removed to access it (highlighted by red
arrow).



To loosen the nuts use the 10 mm socket and ratchet with an extension.
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To reassemble the door follow the step in reverse order.

Step 6

  

To access the bolt at the side of the door use a prying tool to remove the plastic covering.

Use the 10 mm socket and drive ratchet to unfasten the 10 mm hex bolt.

This will leave the handle unmounted from the door.

Step 7

  

Now that the door handle is no longer resting in the door there is a white plastic clamp that hugs a
metal bar.



Release the outer door handle by pushing the white plastic clamp the direction the red arrow is
pointing in the second image.



Once the door handle is off the door carefully pull the lock cylinder.
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