
Installing a Metal Snap Using a Hand Press
This guide will walk you through the steps necessary to replace a blown-out snap on your

Patagonia garment.

Written By: Brittany McCrigler
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INTRODUCTION

Oh snap! The snap on your jacket just blew out. Fortunately, replacing it is easy. You’ll need the help
of a hand press and a new snap. The hand press should be mounted firmly to a sturdy workbench—
otherwise, it might slip and damage your project (or worse yet, injure you). Before you get started,
make sure you check the fabric to determine whether or not it’s been damaged to the point where it
cannot support a new snap. If the fabric has been damaged, you’ll need to sew a reinforcing patch
onto the fabric before replacing the snap.

For replacement parts or further assistance, contact Patagonia Customer Service.

TOOLS:
Hand Press (1)
iFixit 6 Inch Metal Ruler (1)

PARTS:
Metal Snap (1)
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Step 1 — Metal Snap

 

Get a new stud.

Get a new post.

Step 2

 

Measure the diameter of the stud and post to make sure they are the correct size. Ours are 1/2".

If you're unsure of the correct size, measure a snap on the piece that you are repairing for
reference.


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Step 3

  

Insert the stud into the stud fitting for the hand press. The ridged part should set into the groove on
the fitting. When correctly seated, the snap lays flat in the fitting.



The stud fitting is marked green.

Step 4

  

Insert the post into the post fitting for the hand press. The flat part of the post should sit inside the
fitting with the shaft pointed out.



The post fitting is marked blue.

Installing a Metal Snap Using a Hand Pre… Draft: 2019-04-07Guide ID: 19446 -

This document was generated on 2020-11-15 01:34:36 AM (MST).

© iFixit — CC BY-NC-SA www.iFixit.com Page 4 of 14



Step 5

 

Insert the post fitting onto the fitting base of the hand press.

The post fitting is marked blue.

Step 6

  

Insert the stud fitting into the upper fitting holder on the hand press.

The stud fitting is marked green.

Insert the fitting as far as it will go, so that the only visible part is the wider encasement portion of
the fitting.



Tighten the screw on the side of the upper fitting holder to secure the stud fitting. Tighten the screw
about a 1/4 turn past finger-tight.


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Step 7

  

Slowly pull the handle on the hand press to test the range of the fittings.

The fittings should just touch when the handle is pulled to its maximum.

If there is a gap in the fittings, adjust the height of the fitting base on the hand press by turning it
until the fittings touch.



Step 8

 

Mark the fabric where you will be inserting the snap.

Align the fabric in the hand press so that the mark rests directly above the shaft of the post.

If the fabric is not laying flat, have a friend pull the fabric taut to help keep it flat as you insert the
snap.


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Step 9

  

With the fabric aligned, pull the handle of the hand press down in one continuous motion.

Apply pressure until you feel the snap give.

Setting a metal snap requires force. You will need to pull hard.

Step 10

 

Release the handle of the hand press, and remove the fabric.

Inspect both sides of your snap to make sure that it is laying flat and tight up against the fabric.

If the snap is not set all the way, reinsert the snap into the hand press, aligning it as it was
before, and repeat step 9 of this guide.


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Step 11

 

Get a new cap.

Get a new socket.
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Step 12

 

Measure the diameter of the components to ensure that they are the correct size. These are 1/2" in
diameter.



If you are unsure of the correct size, measure a snap on the piece that you are repairing for
reference.



Step 13

  

Insert the cap, shaft facing out, into the cap fitting for the hand press. When correctly seated, the
cap should not extend beyond the fitting.



The cap fitting is marked orange.
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Step 14

 

Insert the socket into the socket fitting for the hand press. Place the widest part of the socket facing
the fitting. When correctly seated, the socket will snap on to the fitting and sit without being held.



The socket fitting is marked in purple.

Step 15

  

Insert the cap fitting onto the fitting base of the hand press.

The cap fitting is marked in orange.

Installing a Metal Snap Using a Hand Pre… Draft: 2019-04-07Guide ID: 19446 -

This document was generated on 2020-11-15 01:34:36 AM (MST).

© iFixit — CC BY-NC-SA www.iFixit.com Page 10 of 14



Step 16

  

Insert the socket fitting into the upper fitting holder on the hand press.

The socket fitting is marked in purple.

Insert the fitting as far as it will go, so that the only visible part is the wider encasement portion of
the fitting.



Tighten the screw on the side of the upper fitting holder to secure the stud fitting. Tighten the screw
about a 1/4 turn past finger-tight.


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Step 17

  

Slowly pull the handle on the hand press to test the range of the fittings.

The fittings should just touch when the handle is pulled to its maximum.

If there is a gap in the fittings, adjust the height of the fitting base on the hand press by turning it
until the fittings touch.



Be careful to not let the handle flip back and hit you in the face.
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Step 18

  

Mark the fabric where you will be inserting the snap.

Align the fabric in the hand press so that the mark rests directly above the shaft of the post.

If the fabric is not laying flat, have a friend pull the fabric taut to help keep it flat as you insert the
snap.



The cap is on the bottom of the press. Be sure that you place your fabric face down, so that the
cap is on the correct side.



Step 19

  

With the fabric aligned, pull the handle of the hand press down in one continuous motion.

Apply pressure until you feel the snap give.

Setting a metal snap requires force. You will need to pull hard.
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Admire your handiwork!

Step 20

 

Release the handle of the hand press, and remove the fabric.

Inspect both sides of your snap to make sure that it is laying flat and tight up against the fabric.

If the snap is not set all the way, reinsert the snap into the hand press, aligning it as it was
before, and repeat step 19 of this guide.


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